
1. ECTYPAL UNITY 

 

Thesis: Christian oneness reflects God’s triune essence and realizes His end for humanity. 

 

I. Reflecting God’s Essence 

“Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are 

one….that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us” (Jn. 

17:12, 21). 
 

“The Triune God revealed in the Scriptures is the basis and model for the church and its unity….any 

attempt to understand or achieve unity among believers that doesn’t begin with or ultimately find its 

basis in the doctrine of God is poorly grounded.”1 

“…the unity of the Godhead [is] the ground for constraining the church’s intrinsic tendencies toward 

fragmentation.”2 

 

A. Unity in the Godhead (archetype/original) 

“…baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19). 
 

“Each is in each, all are in each, each is in all, all are in all, and all are one.”3 

“Did the Father and Son ever show such discord? We should never take our eyes off this pattern….If the 

Father and the Son had disagreed, no salvation would have been possible. Oh then that the ministers 

of the gospel would make this use of their unity, that they would all as one man endeavor for the 

conversion and edification of souls!”4 

 

B. Unity through the Godhead (ectype/copy) 

“There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all” (Eph. 

4:4-6). 
 

“It is union with God that creates the unity of God’s people.”5 

“In the one case we speak of the invisible Church as catholic, because the bond of union among its 

members is the fellowship of one Spirit, embracing all, and co-extensive with all; in the other case we 

speak of the visible Church as catholic, because the bond of union among its members is a common 

public profession, and an outward federal relationship to Christ….The oneness of the invisible is the 

ideal, to which, amid all its breaches and divisions, the visible Church can only approximately 

approach.”6 
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II. Realizing God’s End 

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it…” 

(Gen. 1:28). 
 

“Peaceful coexistence is of the very essence of our humanity.”7 

 

A. Godward Unity  

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness’” (Gen. 1:26). 
 

“We are personal beings, created to live near our personal, fatherly Creator in loving fellowship. This 

gets to the heart of what it means to be image of God.”8 

“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.”9 

 

B. Humanward Unity 

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created 

them….Then the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone’” (Gen. 1:27; 2:18). 

“And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth” (Acts 17:26). 
 

“The human person is not an isolated being who is complete in himself or herself; he or she is a being 

who needs the fellowship of others, who is not complete apart from others.”10 

“All of us descended from the first two people—with a common ancestry, we are not different 

biological races.”11 

“The two were created for a relationship of unity-in-diversity, which was effectively destroyed by the 

pursuit of their own self-interest.”12 

 

C. Blessed Unity 

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity….For there the LORD has commanded 

the blessing, life forevermore” (Ps. 133:1, 3). 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” (Matt. 5:9). 
 

“Behold how sad and destructive a thing it is for brethren to be at discord with one another!”13 

“Next unto the pleasure and delight of immediate communion with God himself, and the shedding 

abroad of his love in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, none like that which ariseth from the harmonious 

exercises of the graces of the saints, in their mutual duties and communion one with another. How are 

their spirits dilated and refreshed by it? What a lively emblem is here of heaven! The courts of princes 

affords no such delights.”14 
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