
TRUE WISDOM AND HER COUNTERFEIT 
James 3:13-18 // November 9, 2025 PM 

 
 

“Wisdom is justified by her children.” 

 

I. Resist the wisdom from below. 

A. Worldly wisdom possesses haughty roots (vv. 14-15). 

B. Worldly wisdom produces rotten fruits (v. 16). 

 

II. Receive the wisdom from above. 

A. Heavenly wisdom possesses humble roots (vv. 13b, 17). 

B. Heavenly wisdom produces righteous fruits (v. 18). 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR FAMILY WORSHIP 

1. What exactly is James saying when he asks for a show of hands as to who is wise (v. 13)? 

2. How does James describe the roots and fruits of worldly wisdom?  

3. Can you give examples you of seen of worldly wisdom at play in the world and church? 

Did it result in beauty, life, joy, and peace? 

4. Why does James call true wisdom “the wisdom from above”? 

5. What is humility? Why does heavenly wisdom always produce it?  

6. What other characteristics accompany true wisdom, and what does it produce? 

7. Does the portrait painted in v. 17 describe us by nature? If not, who does it describe? 

How do we become those who begin to bear the likeness of this beautiful life? 

 

QUESTIONS FOR PRIVATE REFLECTION 

1. Why is the Bible’s honesty and realism such a comfort?  

2. How is to possible to hold a right position in a disagreement but to be void of wisdom in 

how we navigate that disagreement?  

3. Before the mirror of this text, what do my words and works say about my heart as I think 

about recent disagreements I have had in the home and the church? 


